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AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNIVERSITY OF LEÓN IN SPAIN AND [Name of Institution] FOR THE JOINT SUPERVISION AND EXAMINATION OF DOCTORAL THESES
[Any text in blue that appears enclosed in square brackets in this template for an agreement is for the purpose of clarification.  Hence, it forms no part of the agreement itself and should be removed from the draft prior to its submission for signature.

Any text in red, likewise enclosed in square brackets, in the template highlights items that must be specified when completing this document.  Hence, it should be replaced by text in black giving the actual details for each specific case.

In accordance with the provisions of Article 50.1 of Spanish Law 40/2015 of 1 October 2015 concerning the legal framework governing public sector bodies, it is necessary for the draft agreement to be supported by a justificatory memorandum.  This document should indicate why the agreement is necessary and appropriate, indicate its financial implications, note that the activity envisaged is not of a contractual nature, and confirm that it is in accordance with the terms of the Law indicated above  A model memorandum is appended to this template].

This agreement is made in the city of [name of locality] on the [date] day of [month] of the year [year]
BETWEEN

As the party of the first part, Juan Francisco García Marín, in his capacity as Vice-Chancellor (Rector) of the University of Leon in Spain, the registered address of which is Avenida de la Facultad de Veterinaria, № 25, 24004, León, Spain, and the Tax Identification Number (CIF) of which is Q2432001B.  He was appointed to this post by Resolution 19/2016 of 21 April 2016 of the Regional Government of Castile and Leon, published in the Official Gazette of Castile and Leon Gazette, Issue 77, on the 22 April of that year.  He is empowered to act on behalf of the University of Leon in accordance with the terms of Article 20 of the Spanish Basic Law on Universities, number 6/2001 of 21 December 2001 and of Article 78 of the Statutes of the University of Leon, approved by Resolution 243/2003 of 23 October 2003 of the Regional Government of Castile and Leon.

AND

As the party of the second part, [name of representative authorized to sign the agreement], acting on behalf of [name of the institution, type of institution, Tax Identification Number if applicable, details of any registration in a relevant register of corporate bodies, and address for the purposes of notifications under the agreement], in [his/her] capacity as [Indicate the position held by the signatory in the institution in question] of this body, appointed under the terms of [Indicate the document conferring appropriate powers on the representative to sign on behalf of the institution concerned: this may be a power of attorney, a decision of its Governing Body or other similar organ of governance, or a regulation specifying that such powers have been granted].
Both parties mutually recognize their legal capacity to sign this agreement on behalf of the bodies that they represent and 
DECLARE
That the University of Leon and [name of the other signatory body] wish to facilitate joint supervision of doctoral theses.  For that purpose, both parties hereby subscribe to this agreement, which shall comply with the following:

PROVISIONS
Clause One.  Purpose of the Agreement
The intention of the present agreement is to establish bilateral institutional collaboration in order to facilitate joint supervision and examination of doctoral theses.

Clause Two. - Academic Considerations

1. As an academic prerequisite for the joint supervision and examination envisaged by the present agreement, doctoral candidates must demonstrate that they have fulfilled the requirements laid down for access to doctoral studies by Spanish Royal Decree 99/2011 of 28 January 2011 in this respect, or by whatever other regulations may be applicable.  Where appropriate, they must also demonstrate compliance with the academic requirements established for this purpose by the other institution signatory to this agreement.
2. The registration and approval of doctoral thesis projects, the naming and approval of the members to comprise the Board of Examiners, the submission of doctoral theses, and admission to the processes of examination of suchl theses shall comply with those regulations that may be in force in the respective institutions at the point when these procedures are initiated.
3. In each of the signatory institutions there shall be a thesis supervisor under whose direction doctoral students shall undertake their research and who shall be responsible for overseeing their work.
4. In the case of the University of Leon, doctoral students shall submit a request for joint supervisory arrangements for their theses to the Academic Board for Doctorates or such other authority as may be appropriate at the time that they present their thesis projects for approval. 
5. If the relevant authority accepts such an application, it will then be forwarded to the School of Doctoral Studies for approval as appropriate.  Similarly, the School of Doctoral Studies may take such measures as may be necessary to confirm compliance with the provisions of this agreement.   
6. In the operation of this agreement, an annex shall be appended for each doctoral candidate.  This will include details of the identity of supervisors, incorporating at least the following points: their names and surnames, their academic qualifications, their posts and the department or organization for which they work.  Additionally, the annex will specify the name of each doctoral candidate, together with contact details of the responsible body with which the proposal for a thesis and its title are lodged.
7. Doctoral candidates may compose their theses in English or Spanish.  Notwithstanding this, a minimum portion of each thesis, comprising at least the abstract, the table of contents and the conclusions, must be written in Spanish.  In this regard, theses must be compliant with such regulations as may be in force at the institution to which a given thesis is submitted for examination.
8. Theses shall be examined through a single procedure at one of the institutions that are signatories to this agreement.  Supervisors shall decide by mutual consent on the location for viva voce and similar examinations.  Their decision shall be communicated to the School of Doctoral Studies of the University of Leon and the equivalent body of [name of signatory institution], with at least two months of prior notice
[The viva voce and similar examinations for any thesis may consist of a single session held in either of the two institutions.  They may involve a separate session in each of the two, if such a procedure is specified in the final form of the agreement applying to that thesis.]
[In accordance with Sections 8 and 9 of Article 8 of the Regulations for Doctoral Theses of the University of Leon, for a doctorate to be awarded cum laude in the event that the viva voce examination is not held at that University, any agreement for joint supervision must specify how full compliance with the applicable requirements will be guaranteed.  Details of these requirements are given in Article 2 Point 1 of Spanish Royal Decree 534/2013 of 12 July 2013, modifying Article14 Section 7 of Spanish Royal Decree 99/2011 of 28 January 2011.]

[Likewise, in the event of a single examination in another institution, any final agreement shall make provision for communication to the University of Leon of the specific subject area to which the thesis is to be ascribed.  This is in order that doctoral candidates may request to be considered for an award for excellence in their field from the University of Leon.]
9. The composition of the Board of Examiners, its actions and the procedures for examining a given thesis shall comply with such regulations as are currently in force at the institution where the examination is performed.  The Board of Examiners shall include at least one member from each signatory institution.
Any costs arising from the examination of a given thesis, together with any travel, accommodation or subsistence expenses for members of the Board of Examiners shall be paid by the institution where the examination takes place.  In the case of the University of Leon, such expenses will be a charge upon [specify fund in question].
10.  Any doctoral degree certificate issued by institutions signatory to the present agreement shall include a mention “Jointly Supervised with [name of institution]”, in so far as the regulations in force that govern the issue of official qualification documents in the respective country make provision for this.
Clause Three.  Administrative Considerations

1. Doctoral candidates shall be required to spend a minimum of [indicate period] at each partner institution in order to ensure effective joint supervision. 

The maximum completion time allowed for doctoral theses under joint supervision shall be the same that as established for those under ordinary supervisory arrangements.

 [Article 8.1.b of the Regulations for Examining Doctoral Theses of the University of Leon lays down that during the period of study required to obtain a jointly supervised doctoral degree students must spend at least six months at the institution with which a joint supervision agreement has been signed, carrying out research work.  This period may involve a single continuous stay or time accumulated over several visits.  Such attendance and the activities to be carried out shall be specified in the joint supervision agreement applying to a given thesis.]



2.  Doctoral candidates shall be responsible for all aspects relating to health and social insurance required during the course of any activities provided for by this agreement.  Additionally, they must furnish proof that they have appropriate insurance policies to cover personal civil liability, accidents, illness, and repatriation costs arising from sickness or death.


3. Jointly supervised theses will be registered at both institutions.  Doctoral students shall be responsible for paying any fees, such expenses as may result from submission and examination of their doctoral theses, and any other costs that may be applicable.  Doctoral candidates shall also be responsible for all their personal travel, accommodation and living expenses. 

4. The School of Doctoral Studies of the University of Leon will maintain a register of jointly supervised doctoral theses examined and be responsible for monitoring such theses.

5. In respect of matters relating to submission, copyright and reproduction of theses, as also intellectual property, the University of Leon and the partner institution shall apply and comply with such legislation as may be in force.

6. Regardless of any other stipulations set out in the present agreement, doctoral candidates may apply both to the University of Leon and to [name of signatory institution] for their degree of doctor to be awarded with an endorsement to the effect that it is a “Doctorate Conferred on the Basis of International Studies”, provided that the regulations and requirements for such an award have been fulfilled.
Clause Four.  Responsible Persons
The persons responsible for implementing, managing and monitoring the activities covered by this agreement are the following: 
The Director of the School of Doctoral Studies on behalf of the University of Leon and [name of the person nominated for this purpose] on behalf of [name of signatory institution].  

These persons shall be responsible for monitoring the implementation of the activities provided for in this agreement and for seeking an amicable settlement of any disputes that may arise between the institutions in regard thereto.
Likewise, they may at any time propose amendments to the provisions of this agreement to the two institutions.  This may include the removal or addition of any provision they deem appropriate.

Five.  Validity
The present agreement shall enter into force on the date it is signed and shall be valid for an initial period of three years.  Upon expiry of this period, the agreement may be extended for a further three years, if the signatories so agree in writing prior to the end of the initial term of the agreement, although in all cases without prejudice to joint actions that have already begun and have not yet concluded.

Any modification of this agreement shall require unanimous consent in writing from the signatories, and shall be appended as an annex to the present document.
 [In the drafting of this provision, Article. 49.h of Spanish Law 40/2015 on Legal Regulation of the Public Sector has been taken into account.  This lays down that the duration of agreements of the nature of that here proposed shall not exceed four years, unless a longer period is specifically provided for in the rules, while extensions may be for a period of up to four additional years]
Clause Six.  Results Arising from this Agreement
Any results derived from this agreement that do not lie within the scope of application of the laws on intellectual or industrial property, or both, shall accrue to the two institutions and may be freely reproduced and disseminated by them for their own purposes.  This agreement must always be mentioned in any such dissemination of results.
Those concerned shall inform the persons responsible for managing this agreement of any results they obtain that are potentially capable of being protected with respect to intellectual or industrial property, or both.  The persons responsible for the agreement will take such measures as may be necessary to ensure that rights arising from the regulations in force in this area are respected.

Clause Seven.  Grounds for Termination 
The following constitute grounds for terminating this Agreement, in accordance with the provisions of Article 51 of Spanish Law 40/2015 of 1 October 2015:
•
Expiry of term of the agreement without any extension having been confirmed.

•
Mutual consent expressed in writing by both signatory institutions.
•
Failure on the part of either of the institutions to comply with its obligations under this agreement over a period of thirty days after receipt from the other of written notification of this failure.  In this event, the present agreement may be unilaterally rescinded by the complaining institution.

•
A legal decision by a competent court that this agreement is null and void.
•
Any other cause envisaged in the agreement as finalized, or established by current legislation.

Clause Eight.  Winding up of the Agreement
Completion or termination of this agreement will lead to its winding up with the aim of determining the obligations and commitments of the two parties, in accordance with the provisions of Article 52 of Spanish Law 40/2015.  In the event that any of the causes leading to this winding up of the agreement occurs when there are still activities in the course of being executed, if the persons responsible for managing and monitoring the agreement so propose, the signatories may agree to continue and finalize such on-going activities as they deem appropriate.  In this case, a non-extensible time limit shall be established for ending them, at the expiry of which they must be concluded forthwith.

Clause Nine.  Transparency Portal 

The agreement, once signed, may be made available to the general public for consultation through the appropriate transparency portal.  This is in accordance with Spanish Law 19/2013 of 9 December 2013, covering transparency, access to public information and good governance, and with Law 3/2015 of the Regional Government of Castile and Leon, of 4 March 2015, on transparency and public participation.

Clause Ten.  Data Protection
The signatory parties commit themselves to using any data of a personal nature derived from the operation of this agreement in a confidential manner, and to processing them in accordance with the provisions of relevant legislation.  This comprises Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 April 2016 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data, which repeals Directive 95/46/EC (General Data Protection Regulation), as well as Spanish Basic Law 3/2018 of 5 December 2018 on the protection of personal data and guarantees of digital rights, as also any other regulations currently in force in respect of the personal data protection.

Likewise, the signatory parties commit themselves to adopting such technical and organizational measures as may be necessary to guarantee the security of personal data.  In particular, they will ensure that such data are not altered, lost, or accessed without due authority.

Those individuals whose data are processed may exercise the rights envisaged by the General Data Protection Regulation by addressing themselves to the following bodies:

- The Data Protection Officer for the University of Leon, Start Up, S.L., contactable through the e-mail address: dpd.unileon@seguridadinformacion.com

- [Person responsible for overseeing the processing of personal data or, where appropriate, the Data Protection Officer, for the other institution, with e-mail address].
Clause Eleven.   Commitments by the Parties

By virtue of this agreement, each signatory institution will recognize the validity of doctoral theses successfully submitted under its terms.  They commit themselves to issuing the appropriate certification of the degree of doctor.


In witness of their acceptance of the terms stated above, both institutions hereby append the signatures of their representatives to this agreement, drawn up in duplicate, at the place and on the date indicated at the head of this document.

	
On behalf of the University of Leon
The Vice-Chancellor (Rector)
	On behalf of [name of the other signatory institution]
[specify rank or office held]

	
	

	(Signed)  Juan Francisco García Marín
	(Signed)
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